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his soft shoes right over, so that he looked as if he
might fall forward on to his face.
"May I, then," I said, "seek independent legal
advice? Or may I proceed to an ejection myself?"
R------ got up and blew himself out; and I
gathered he was going to speak for some time.
Several Moslems got up and bowed and left the
room. R------waited for silence and then began the
most astonishing speech.
I gathered the woman squatter is regarded by
some as a saint, because the "British Government,"
whatever that may mean in India, has certified her
brother as a dangerous lunatic and confined him in
the asylum across the road; and she, in beatific
fidelity, has come to C------and squatted on a piece
of College property opposite the asylum gates.
I do not understand whether her sanctity comes
from her kinship to a certified lunatic, a homicide,
by the way (though I know that lunacy is considered
divine, rather than saintly, among certain primitive
peoples), or from her fidelity to a lost cause.
I gathered that her brother had been the victim
of "autocracy," but that didn't seem very relevant.
I gathered that the lady has lived for fifteen years
entirely on charity and has built her mud hut
entirely herself, first making the wall round her
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